THE   STUDY  ON  DOSTOYEVSKY

Where do you intend to publish your essay ? I think
very highly of it. Scientific research alone must work
without prejudices. With all other thinking it is impossible
to avoid choosing a point of view, and naturally there are
many possible ones. . . .

Freud gave me permission in 1929 to publish
this fine letter. It serves as an excellent refutation
of the stupid allegations about Freud's dogmatism
and his pessimistic view of life.

The remark on Dostoyevsky's limited under-
standing of love gives me a welcome opening for
quoting another of Freud's comments on love.
" Les Cahiers Gontemporains " published in Paris
in 1926 a little book called Au dela de Vamour> which
contained a questionnaire on the essence of love
beyond the realm of sex. Here is Freud's answer :

MY DEAR SIR:

It is quite impossible for me to fulfil your request.
Really, you ask too much. Up to the present I have not
yet found the courage to make any broad statements on
the essence of love, and I think that our knowledge is not
sufficient.

Very truly yours,

FREUD.
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